Epstein-Barr virus-associated T-cell acute lymphoblastic leukaemia.
Epstein-Barr virus (EBV) is frequently detected in haematological malignancies, including Burkitt's lymphomas/leukaemias, Hodgkin's diseases and non-Hodgkin's lymphomas. However, immature T-cell malignancies associated with EBV have not been reported previously. We report a patient with T-cell acute lymphoblastic leukaemia (T-ALL), whose leukaemic cells had EBV, confirmed by Southern blotting and in situ hybridization. The EBV existed in episomal form and was detected in most leukaemic cells, but not in bystander normal B-cells. The leukaemic cells, massively infiltrated into the liver and spleen, were resistant to chemotherapy. EBV might be associated with tumorigenesis of T-ALL, and characteristic clinical features of the patient.